REPLY TO A SOCIALIST1
ALWAYS dig out the major premise!" said an experi-
JLJL enced teacher of logic and rhetoric* The major prem-
ise of Mr. Sinclair is that everybody ought to be happy,
and that, if anybody is not so, those who stand near him are
under obligations to make him so. He nowhere expresses
this. The major premise is always most fallacious when
it is suppressed. The statement of the woes of the garment
workers is made on the assumption that it carries upon its
face some significance. He deduces from the facts two
inferences for which he appeals to common consent; (1)
that such a state of things ought not to be allowed to con-
tinue forever, and (2) that somehow, somewhere, another
"system" must be found. The latter inference is one
which the socialists always affirm, and they seem to be
satisfied that it has some value, both in philosophy and
in practical effort. They criticize the " system," by which
they mean the social world as it is. They do not perceive
that the world of human society is what has resulted
from thousands of years of life. It is not a system any
more than a man sixty years old is a system. It is a
product. To talk of making another system is like talk-
ing of making a man of sixty into something else than
what his life has made him. As for the inference that
some other industrial system must be found, it is as
idle as anything which words can express. It leads
1 Collier's Weekly, October 29,1904.